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or offer for sale any small arms ammunition with-
out a permit.

[Reno Municipal Code current through Ord.
No. 5270, enacted Sept. 25, 2001]
.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
N.H. REV. STAT.

Title XII. Public Safety and Welfare

Chapter 159. Pistols and Revolvers

    159:1. Definition. Pistol or revolver, as used
herein, means any firearm with barrel less than
16 inches in length. It does not include antique
pistols, gun canes, or revolvers. An antique pis-
tol, gun cane, or revolver, for the purposes of
this chapter means any pistol, gun cane, or re-
volver utilizing an early type of ignition, include-
ing, but not limited to, flintlocks, wheel locks,
matchlocks, percussions and pin-fire, but no pis-
tol, gun cane, or revolver which utilizes readily
available center fire or rim-fire cartridges which
are in common, current use shall be deemed to
be an antique pistol, gun cane, or revolver.
Nothing in this section shall prevent antique pis-
tols, gun canes, or revolvers from being owned
or transferred by museums, antique or arms col-
lectors, or licensed gun dealers at auctions, gun
shows, or private premises provided such own-
ership or transfer does not conflict with federal
statutes.
    159:3. Convicted Felons.
    I. A person is guilty of a class B felony if he:
    (a) Owns or has in his possession or under
his control, a pistol, revolver, or other firearm, or
slungshot, metallic knuckles, billies, stiletto,
switchblade knife, sword cane, pistol cane,
blackjack, dagger, dirk-knife, or other deadly
weapon as defined in RSA 625:11, V; and
    (b) Has been convicted in either a state or
federal court in this or any other state, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, or any territory or possession of the United
States of:
    (1) A felony against the person or property of
another; or
    (2) A felony under RSA 318-B; or
    (3) A felony violation of the laws of any other
state, the District of Columbia, the United States,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or any terri-
tory or possession of the United States relating
to controlled drugs as defined in RSA 318-B.
    I-a. A person is guilty of a class B felony if
such person completes and signs an application
for purchase of a firearm and the person is a
convicted felon under the provisions of para-
graph I.
    II. The state shall confiscate to the use of the
state the weapon or weapons of persons con-
victed under this section.
    III. It is an affirmative defense to a charge un-
der this section that a felony of which a defen-
dant has been convicted in another jurisdiction
would not have constituted a felony in the state
of New Hampshire at the time such felony was
committed.
    159:4. Carrying Without License. No person
shall carry a loaded pistol or revolver in any
vehicle or concealed upon his person, except in
his dwelling, house or place of business, without
a valid license therefor as hereinafter provided.
A loaded pistol or revolver shall include any pis-
tol or revolver with a magazine, cylinder, cham-
ber or clip in which there are loaded cartridges.
Whoever violates the provisions of this section
shall, for the first such offense, be guilty of a

misdemeanor. For the second and for each sub-
sequent violation of the provisions of this sec-
tion, such person shall be guilty of a class B fel-
ony, provided such second or subsequent viola-
tion has occurred within 7 years of the previous
conviction.
    159:5. Exceptions. The provisions of RSA
159:3 and 4 shall not apply to marshals, sheriffs,
policemen or other duly appointed peace and
other law enforcement officers, or bailiffs and
court officers responsible for court security; nor
to the regular and ordinary transportation of pis-
tols or revolvers as merchandise, nor to mem-
bers of the armed services of the United States
when on duty; nor to the national guard when on
duty; nor to organizations by law authorized to
purchase or receive such weapons; nor to duly
authorized military or civil organizations when
parading, or the members thereof when at, or
going to or from, their customary places of as-
sembly.
    159:6. License to Carry. The selectmen of a
town or the mayor or chief of police of a city or
some full-time police officer designated by them
respectively, upon application of any resident of
such town or city, or the director of state police,
or some person designated by such director, up-
on application of a nonresident, shall issue a li-
cense to such applicant authorizing the applicant
to carry a loaded pistol or revolver in this state
for not less than 4 years from the date of issue,
if it appears that the applicant has good reason
to fear injury to the applicant's person or proper-
ty or has any proper purpose, and that the appli-
cant is a suitable person to be licensed. Hunting,
target shooting, or self-defense shall be consid-
ered a proper purpose. The license shall be val-
id for all allowable purposes regardless of the
purpose for which it was originally issued. The li-
cense shall be in duplicate and shall bear the
name, address, description, and signature of the
licensee. The original shall be delivered to the li-
censee and the duplicate shall be pre-served by
the people issuing the same for 4 years. When
required, license renewal shall take place within
the month of the fourth anniversary of the li-
cense holder's date of birth following the date of
issuance. The license shall be issued within 14
days after application, and, if such application is
denied, the reason for such denial shall be
stated in writing, the original of which such writ-
ing shall be delivered to the applicant, and a
copy kept in the office of the person to whom the
application was made. The fee for licenses is-
sued to residents of the state shall be $10,
which fee shall be for the use of the law enforce-
ment department of the town granting said li-
censes; the fee for licenses granted to out-of-
state residents shall be $20, which fee shall be
for the use of the state. The director of state po-
lice is hereby authorized and directed to prepare
forms for the licenses required under this chap-
ter and forms for the application for such li-
censes and to supply the same to officials of the
cities and towns authorized to issue the li-
censes. No other forms shall be used by officials
of cities and towns. The cost of the forms shall
be paid out of the fees received from nonresi-
dent licenses.

    159:6-d. Full Faith and Credit for Licenses
From Other States; Reciprocity. Notwithstand-
ing the provisions of RSA 159:6, no nonresident
holding a current and valid license to carry a
loaded pistol or revolver in the state in which he
resides or who is a peace officer in the state in
which he resides, shall be required to obtain a
liense to carry a loaded pistol or revolver within
this state if:
    I. Such nonresident carries upon his person
the license held from the state in which he re-
sides; and
    II. The state in which such person is a resi-
dent provides a reciprocal privilege for residents
of this state.
    159:7. Sales to Felons. No person shall sell,
deliver, or otherwise transfer a pistol, revolver or
any other firearm, to a person who has been
convicted, in any jurisdiction, of a felony. Who-
ever violates the provisions of this section shall
be guilty of a class B felony.
    159:8. License to Sell. The selectmen of a
town and the chief of police of a city may grant
licenses, the form of which shall be prescribed
by the director of the division of state police,
effective for not more than 3 years from date of
issue, permitting the licensee to sell at retail pis-
tols and revolvers subject to the following condi-
tions, for breach of any of which the licensee
shall be subject to forfeiture:
    I. The business shall be carried on only in the
building designated in the license or at any or-
ganized sporting show or arms collectors' meet-
ing sponsored by a chartered club or organiza-
tion.
    II. The license or a copy thereof, certified by
the issuing authority, shall be displayed on the
premises where it can easily be read.
    III. No pistol, revolver, or other firearm shall
be delivered to a purchaser not personally
known to the seller or who does not present
clear evidence of his identity; nor to a person
who has been convicted of a felony.
    159:8-a. Sales to Nonresidents; Attorney
General. No person holding a license issued un-
der the provisions of RSA 159:8 shall sell a pis-
tol or revolver to a nonresident unless such non-
resident has authority under the laws of the state
of his residence, to purchase a pistol or revolver
in the state of his residence, or unless the direct-
or of the division of state police, for good cause
shown, has issued to such non-resident a permit
for the purchase of a pistol or revolver. The at-
torney general shall, at least once annually, file
with the secretary of state a summary of the
laws of each state of the United States relative
to the purchase of pistols and revolvers in such
states; and a licensee may rely upon such sum-
mary in determining if a non-resident offering to
purchase a pistol or revolver has authority to
make such purchase under the laws of the state
of his residence.
    159:8-b. Penalties. If a licensee shall in any
court be found guilty of a violation of any of the
provisions of RSA 159:8-a, such court shall, for
each such violation, order the suspension of his
license for a period of 3 months, and may, in ad-
dition, impose a fine not in excess of $100.
    159:10. Sale Without License. Any person
who, without being licensed as herein provided,
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sells, advertises or exposes for sale, or has in
his possession with intent to sell, pistols or
revolvers shall be guilty of a class B felony if a
natural person, or guilty of a felony if any other
person.
    159:11. False Information. Any person who,
in purchasing or otherwise securing delivery of a
pistol, revolver, or other firearm, gives false in-
formation or offers false evidence of his identity,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor for the first
offense, and be guilty of a class B felony for any
subsequent offense.
    159:12. Sale to Minors. Any person who
shall sell, barter, hire, lend or give to any minor
any pistol or revolver shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor. This section shall not apply to fathers,
mothers, guardians, administrators or executors
who give a revolver to their children or wards or
to heirs to an estate.
    159:13. Changing Marks. No person shall
change, alter, remove or obliterate the name of
the maker, model, manufacturer's number or
other mark of identification on any pistol or re-
volver. Possession of any such firearms upon
which the same shall have been changed, al-
tered, removed or obliterated shall be presump-
tive evidence that such possessor has changed,
altered, removed or obliterated the same. Any
person who violates the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
    159:14. Exemption. None of the provisions of
this chapter shall prohibit an individual not li-
censed under the provisions thereof who is not
engaged in the business of selling pistols or re-
volvers from selling a pistol or revolver to a per-

son licensed under this chapter or to a person
personally known to him.

Chapter 159-D. Criminal Background Checks

    159-D:1. Sale of Firearms; Criminal History
Record and Protective Order Check. The de-
partment of safety may become the point of con-
tact for the federal government for the purposes
of the National Instant Criminal Background
Check System (NICS).
    159-D:2. Confidentiality.
    I. If the department of safety conducts criminal
background checks under RSA 159-D:1, any
records containing information pertaining to a
potential buyer or transferee who is not found to
be prohibited from receipt or transfer of a firearm
by reason of state or federal law, which are cre-
ated by the department of safety to conduct the
criminal background check, shall be confidential
and may not be disclosed by the department or
any officers or employees to any person or to
another agency. The department shall destroy
any such records after it communicates the cor-
responding approval number to the licensee
and, in any event, such records shall be de-
stroyed within one day after the day of the re-
ceipt of the licensee's request.
    II. The department shall retain records con-
taining any information pertaining to a potential
buyer or transferee who is prohibited from re-
ceipt or transfer of a firearm for 3 years.
    III. Notwithstanding the provisions of this sec-
tion, the department may maintain only a log of
dates of requests for criminal background

checks and unique approval numbers corre-
sponding to such dates for an indefinite period.
    IV. Nothing in this section shall be construed
to allow the department to maintain records con-
taining the names of licensees who receive
unique approval numbers or to maintain records
of firearm transactions, including the names or
other identification of licensees and potential
buyers or transferees, including persons not oth-
erwise prohibited by law from the receipt or pos-
session of firearms.
    159-D:3. Penalties for Attempts to Pur-
chase Firearms Illegally. A person who com-
pletes and signs an application for purchase of a
firearm and who knows that such purchase is il-
legal because he or she is subject to a protec-
tive order shall be guilty of a class A misde-
meanor for a first offense and a class B felony
for a second or subsequent offense.

Title XVIII. Fish and Game

Chapter 207. General Provisions as to Fish
and Game

    207:4. Silencing Devices.
    I. No person shall possess a rifle, pistol, or
other firearm fitted or contrived with any silencer
or device for deadening the sound of explosion,
for the purpose of taking wildlife. Nothing in this
section shall prohibit the use of a muzzle brake,
polychoke, or compensator. ....

[Current through 2001 Legislative Session,
including 2001 N.H. Laws 189 (HB 659), 201
(HB 760) & 214 (HB 103)]

NEW JERSEY
N.J. REV. STAT.

Title 2C. The New Jersey Code of Criminal
Justice

Chapter 1. Preliminary

    2C:1-5. Abolition of common law crimes;
all offenses defined by statute; application of
general provisions of the code; limitation of
local government laws. …
    d.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the local governmental units of this State may
neither enact nor enforce any ordinance or other
local law or regulation conflicting with, or pre-
empted by, any provision of this code or with
any policy of this State expressed by this code,
whether that policy be expressed by inclusion of
a provision in the code or by exclusion of that
subject from the code.

Chapter 39. Firearms, Other Dangerous
Weapons, and Instruments of Crime

    2C:39-1. Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to this chapter and to chapter 58:
    a. "Antique firearm" means any rifle or shot-
gun and "antique cannon" means a destructive
device defined in paragraph (3) of subsection c.
of this section, if the rifle, shotgun or destructive
device, as the case may be, is incapable of be-
ing fired or discharged, or which does not fire
fixed ammunition, regardless of date of manu-
facture, or was manufactured before 1898 for
which cartridge ammunition is not commercially
available, and is possessed as a curiosity or or-
nament or for its historical significance or value.
    b. "Deface" means to remove, deface, cover,
alter or destroy the name of the maker, model

designation, manufacturer's serial number or
any other distinguishing identification mark or
number on any firearm.
    c. "Destructive device" means any device,
instrument or object designed to explode or
produce uncontrolled combustion, including (1)
any explosive or incendiary bomb, mine or gre-
nade; (2) any rocket having a propellant charge
of more than four ounces or any missile having
an explosive or incendiary charge of more than
one-quarter of an ounce; (3) any weapon cap-
able of firing a projectile of a caliber greater than
60 caliber, except a shotgun or shotgun ammu-
nition generally recognized as suitable for sport-
ing purposes; (4) any Molotov cocktail or other
device consisting of a breakable container con-
taining flammable liquid and having a wick or
similar device capable of being ignited. The term
does not include any device manufactured for
the purpose of illumination, distress signaling,
line-throwing, safety or similar purposes. …
    e. "Explosive" means any chemical com-
pound or mixture that is commonly used or is
possessed for the purpose of producing an ex-
plosion and which contains any oxidizing and
combustible materials or other ingredients in
such proportions, quantities or packing that an
ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion or by
detonation of any part of the compound or mix-
ture may cause such a sudden generation of
highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous
pressures are capable of producing destructive
effects on contiguous objects. The term shall not
include small arms ammunition, or explosives in
the form prescribed by the official United States
Pharmacopoeia.

    f. "Firearm" means any handgun, rifle, shot-
gun, machine gun, automatic or semiautomatic
rifle, or any gun, device or instrument in the na-
ture of a weapon from which may be fired or
ejected any solid projectable ball, slug, pellet,
missile or bullet, or any gas, vapor or other noxi-
ous thing, by means of a cartridge or shell or by
the action of an explosive or the igniting of flam-
mable or explosive substances. It shall also in-
clude, without limitation, any firearm which is in
the nature of an air gun, spring gun or pistol or
other weapon of a similar nature in which the
propelling force is a spring, elastic band, carbon
dioxide, compressed or other gas or vapor, air or
compressed air, or is ignited by compressed air,
and ejecting a bullet or missile smaller than
three-eighths of an inch in diameter, with suf-
ficient force to injure a person.
    g. "Firearm silencer" means any instrument,
attachment, weapon or appliance for causing the
firing of any gun, revolver, pistol or other firearm
to be silent, or intended to lessen or muffle the
noise of the firing of any gun, revolver, pistol or
other firearm. …
    i. "Machine gun" means any firearm, mech-
anism or instrument not requiring that the trigger
be pressed for each shot and having a reservoir,
belt or other means of storing and carrying am-
munition which can be loaded into the firearm,
mechanism or instrument and fired therefrom.
    j. "Manufacturer" means any person who re-
ceives or obtains raw materials or parts and pro-
cesses them into firearms or finished parts of
firearms, except a person who exclusively pro-
cesses grips, stocks and other nonmetal parts of
firearms. The term does not include a person
who repairs existing firearms or receives new


